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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR PF CH MILT 

SUBJECT: PRC AID TO SHIPS IN THE PARACELS 

1. DETAILS OF THE ASSISTANCE PROVIDED TO THE THAI- 

FLAG BANGKOK ORIENT AND PANAMANIAN-FLAG MACDILI, BOTH 
OF WHICH WENT AGROUND IN THE PARACEL ISLANDS DURING 
THE PAST WEEK, HAVE BEEN REPORTED THROUGH DOD CHANNELS. 
WE WOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT THE CHINESE ACTIONS, WHICH 
WOULD APPEAR PRIMARILY INTENDED TO HIGHLIGHT PRC 
CLAIMS TO, AND CURRENT CONTROL OF, THE PARACELS. 

2. IN BOTH CASES, THE PRC HAS ACTED PROMPTLY TO SEND 
OUT ITS OWN RESCUE VESSELS, THEREBY PRECLUDING THE NEED 
FOR HONG KONG-BASED SALVAGE OPERATIONS. IN THE CASE 

OF BANGKOK ORIENT, THE PRC REFUSED PERMISSION FOR A 
DUTCH-FLAG SALVAGE TUG TO ENTER PRC WATERS, CLAIMING 
THAT CHINESE VESSELS WERE HANDLING THE SITUATION AND 
POINTEDLY INDICATING THAT THE VESSEL WAS IN THE "HSISHAS, 
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HAVE TAKEN ABROAD THE CREWS OF BOTH SHIPS, AS WELL AS 
RESCUING THE CREW OF THE JAPANESE FISHING BOAT WHICH SANK 
IN THE SAME VICINITY. 

3. OBVIOUSLY, THE PRC AUTHORITIES ARE ATTEMPTING TO 
DEMONSTRATE THEIR CONTROL OF THE AREA AS WELL AS 
THEIR CAPABILITY TO HANDLE RESCUE MISSIONS WITHOUT 
OUTSIDE HELP OR INTERFERENCE. 
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